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LIFELONG LEARNING SUBJECT OF OPEN HOUSE 
MISSOULA -
If you are 55 or older and have a passion for intellectual pursuits, you can join others at 
an open house on Thursday, Sept. 22, to get information about the Montana Lifelong Learning 
Institute.
The open house will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. in the University Center Ballroom at The 
University of Montana.
For several months, Sharon Alexander, dean of UM’s Continuing Education, has been 
working with other community members to develop lifelong learning opportunities for 
residents of Missoula and surrounding communities.
“The Montana Lifelong Learning Institute is modeled after the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institutes,” Alexander said. “Osher institutes are housed within universities nationwide. The 
institutes promote lifelong learning and personal growth for older adults by offering a diverse 
collection of non-credit, short courses for those who are curious about a topic and love to 
learn. Neither exams nor grades are given.”
Lifelong learning institutes create an accessible and innovative learning environment, 
Alexander said. People from all backgrounds and levels of education are welcome to enjoy the
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benefits of the institutes. The institutes are designed by older adults for older adults to enable 
continuous learning throughout the later years.
Alexander and others have submitted a proposal to the Bernard Osher Foundation to 
help fund the institute in Missoula, which would be the first Osher institute in the Rocky 
Mountain region.
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